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INTRODUCTION  
The Sibahle Educational Puppetry Programme was established in 1998. This initiative runs a 
number of programmes using puppets as an education tool. The Abanagani project is one 
such project, and aims to teach primary school children about HIV and AIDS, child abuse and 
children’s rights. As part of the show a short discussion about Childline is presented by a 
social worker and thereafter children are encouraged to ask questions. The objective of 
Abangani is to talk about sensitive issues in a light hearted manner in order to encourage 
children to talk about these issues.  
 
C A S E was commissioned to conduct an evaluation to assess the effectiveness of the Sibahle 
Educational Puppetry Programme’s Abangani show. In particular the evaluation would assess 
whether any changes have occurred in the knowledge, attitudes and practices of the target 
audience. In addition the evaluation examined the perspectives of teachers and principals as 
well as the long-term effects of the intervention.  
 
Methodology  
The evaluation consisted of the following components:  
1) A panel survey; 
2) In-depth interviews with teachers and principals; 
3) A follow-up survey with children who had seen the play in 2000; and  
4) An interview with a representative from the Sibahle Educational Puppetry 
Programme.  
 
Panel survey  
In order to accurately assess the impact of Abangani on the target audience we decided to 
conduct a panel study. This study was conducted among primary school learners, with one 
measurement occurring before the respondents viewed the play and the second measurement 
occurring some time after the show.  
 
The first survey asked a number of basic questions concerning knowledge and awareness of 
HIV/AIDS as well as attitudes towards people with HIV or AIDS. In the second survey we 
repeated the first set of questions and asked an additional set of questions which dealt with 
perceptions of the Abangani show itself.  
 
A total of 12 schools including approximately 482 children were covered in the first survey. 
The second survey consisted of 10 schools covering approximately 424 children. We were 
unable to conduct the post-show interviews at two of the schools that were selected because 
of staff changes at the one school and the play not taking place on scheduled at the other 
school.  
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In most cases the initial interview was conducted one to two weeks before the Abangani 
puppet show was scheduled to take place. The second interviews were conducted two to three 
weeks after the show took place.  
 
The schools at which the surveys were conducted were selected from a list provided by 
Sibahle. Since the bulk of Sibahle’s work is carried out in Gauteng, schools that were selected 
although limited to this province, were chosen from various areas. Forty children were 
selected from each of the schools included in the survey. The data was collected over a period 
of four months.  
 
In-depth interviews  
In-depth interviews were conducted with teachers to establish from them whether the play 
improved communication between themselves and the children and if the children spoke 
about sensitive issues like HIV/AIDS and child abuse. These interviews also tried to find out 
from teachers if attitudes of children towards people with HIV and AIDS changed in any way.  
 
At the schools included in the survey, two teachers and the principal was interviewed at each 
visit. However teachers and in most cases principals who did not see the show were not 
interviewed during the second visit. A total of 46 in-depth interviews were conducted prior to 
the show and 35 after the show. Wherever possible the guidance teacher was included.  
 
Follow-up survey 
In addition to the panel survey a survey was conducted among children who had seen the 
puppet show during 2000. Four schools were selected for this purpose. At each school 10 
children and 2 teachers were interviewed. These interviews were conducted in order to 
determine the long-term impact of the play on the children.  
 
Interview with a representative from the Sibahle Educational Puppetry Programme.  
An interview was conducted with a representative from the Sibahle Educational Puppetry 
Programme focusing primarily on some of the issues that emerged from the survey and in-
depth interviews with teachers and principals.  
 
The first section of the report will deal with demographics and will look at the age and race of 
the children that participated in the survey. The next section will deal with HIV/AIDS and 
cover children’s knowledge and attitudes towards people who are HIV positive or who have 
AIDS. The third section will cover questions relating to abuse followed by a section dealing 
with opinions about the show.  
 
In general we have reported only on statistics that were found to be significant. Most of the 
questions were analysed in relation to the age, sex and grade of the child in the hope that it 
will assist Sibahle to understand the impact of the intervention amongst the different age 
groups.  
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
At each school the sample was stratified according to grade and sex. This ensured that an 
equal number of boys and girls were interviewed and at least 10 children from each of the 
three age categories (7 to 8, 9 to 11 and 12 to 13 years) identified by Sibahle were included.  
 
Age  
Age 
 Pre-show survey Post-show survey 
Frequency % Frequency % 
7-8 years 167 36 146 38 
9-11 years 191 41 147 38 
12-13 years 104 23 96 25 
Total 462 100 389 100 
Table 1: Age  
In the pre-show survey the largest proportion of children were in the 9 to 11 years category, 
whereas in the post-show survey there were an equal number of children in the two younger 
age groups. In both surveys older children (12-13 years) constituted the smallest percentage.  
 
According to a representative from Sibahle their target audience is between the age of 10 and 
12 years. However younger children were not excluded if they chose to attend.  
Race  
  Pre-show survey Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency % 
African 279 58 229 58 
Coloured 156 33 135 34 
Indian 43 9 30 8 
Total 478 100 394 100 
Table 2: Race 
Only schools in areas that were previously classified as African, coloured and Indian were 
included in the survey. This is because Abangani was not staged at schools in previously 
white areas.  
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Language  
  Pre-show survey Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency % 
IsiZulu 85 18 58 15 
SeSotho 50 10 45 11 
IsiXhosa 10 2 2 1 
Setswana 4 1 6 2 
Sepedi 1 0 1 0 
Tshivenda 2 0 0 0 
Shangaan/Xitsonga 1 0 0 0 
Afrikaans 12 3 1 0 
English 315 66 280 71 
Total 480 100 393 100 
Table 3: Language in which interview was conducted 
In both the pre and post-show surveys the largest proportion (approximately 70%) of 
interviews were conducted in English. In each case the respondent determined the choice of 
language.   
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HIV/AIDS  
This section covers participant’s knowledge of HIV/AIDS and their attitudes towards the 
disease.  
 
Heard of HIV/AIDS 
  Pre-show survey Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency % 
Yes 357 74 373 88 
No  124 26 50 12 
Total 481 100 423 100 
Table 4: Have you heard about HIV/AIDS?  
We asked the respondents if they had heard of HIV/AIDS. There was a substantial increase in 
the proportion of children who heard about HIV/AIDS, from 74% in the first survey to 88% 
in the second survey.  
 
In both surveys older children (9-13 years) were more likely to have heard of HIV/AIDS. It is 
possible that older children have had more exposure to information from other sources about 
HIV/AIDS.  
 
Knowledge of HIV/AIDS did not appear to vary by the sex of the respondent. The 
improvement in knowledge appeared to be uniformly spread among male and female learners 
as well as across all age groups.  
 
Although the increase in knowledge could imply that Abangani has had a positive impact on 
awareness it is possible that children were exposed to other sources of information and that 
this has also played a role in increasing their awareness of the disease. Most teachers 
interviewed referred to some HIV/AIDS campaign that children at their schools were exposed 
to during the last six months.  
 
The initial high level of knowledge could be attributed to a number of interventions. These 
included interventions that took place around AIDS awareness day and targeted mainly older 
children (grade 7). Other AIDS awareness campaigns or interventions consisted of workshops 
with older children, input in the form of talks given by other AIDS awareness groups 
(AREPP), distribution of pamphlets, drama, visits from nurses and social workers, as well 
introducing children and in some instances parents to people living with AIDS.  
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Although these inputs would make it difficult to categorically attribute any changes regarding 
HIV/AIDS knowledge solely to the input given by Abangani, it is clear that Abangani has had 
a major impact in this regard.  
 
Source of information regarding HIV/AIDS 
  Pre-show survey Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
TV 138 41 121 32 
Teachers/school 89 26 92 25 
Mother 34 10 36 10 
HIV/AIDS campaigns / plays 
etc 
21 6 52 14 
Parents 20 6 37 10 
Other family members 11 3 11 3 
Friends 8 2 5 1 
Radio 7 2 6 2 
Father 2 1 2 1 
Posters 1 0 0 0 
Other (specify) 8 2 12 3 
Total 339 100 374 100 
Table 5: Where did you hear about HIV/AIDS? (first option) 
We asked children in both the surveys where they heard about HIV/AIDS. Children were 
allowed to give a first and second source of information. Television seems to be the most 
popular source of information about HIV/AIDS among children in both the surveys. A 
number of children mentioned programmes like Soul Buddies. A quarter of the children who 
were interviewed received their information from teachers and from the school in general. In 
the pre-show survey mothers were cited as the third most popular source of information 
whereas HIV campaigns or plays were cited as the third most popular source of information 
in the survey conducted after the show.  
 
The most significant change between the two surveys is the increase in the proportion of 
children who mentioned HIV/AIDS campaigns or plays as an important source of information 
(from 6% to 14%). This is to some extent expected since all the children interviewed watched 
the puppet show but it is also an important indication of the fact that children understood the 
message of the show.  
 
Younger children (7-8 years) were less likely to get their information from plays or 
campaigns. This is not surprising since most of the children in this age group are in their first 
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year of school and may not have had this type of exposure in the past and in most cases got 
their information from the type of sources cited above.  
 
Older children (12-13 years) on the other hand were more likely to get their information about 
HIV/AIDS from campaigns and plays. There were no other significant shifts among children 
in the other age groups.  
 
The sex or the educational level of the respondent had no significant impact on their source of 
information.  
 
During the interviews with teachers and principals we asked where they thought children got 
their information about HIV/AIDS. The most often cited source of information was television, 
in particular programmes like Soul Buddies and Yizo Yizo.  
 
Other sources mentioned, included various campaigns or input from AIDS awareness groups, 
newspapers, magazines and posters as well as life orientation or life skills classes. However 
life skills or life orientation classes are not standard practice at many schools so it is unlikely 
that children at these schools would receive their information from this source. In addition it 
seems that life skills is mainly taught to older children and that it was difficult for both 
teachers and younger children to discuss these issues. According to a teacher who was 
interviewed: 
 
“Grade1 children you see are too little for these things, if you are talking 
about AIDS you just say a person is really sick and s/he is going to die so 
its very difficult for us. The senior grades are actually taught about these 
things. Their teachers even go to workshops talking about AIDS, so a 
child can actually talk to those teachers and they were told to do so”. 
 
This finding further confirms what was found in the survey where younger children were less 
likely to have heard about HIV/AIDS. It also seems to support the views put forward by 
teachers that intervention regarding HIV/AIDS information should ideally be targeted at 
children in the older age groups (9 years onwards). 
 
Although a number of teachers recognised the important role that parents played in making 
their children aware of HIV and AIDS, there were some who did not share this opinion. For 
example a teacher who had this view said that information was mainly forthcoming from 
“teachers because parents dislike talking to children about such things”. 
 
The survey however showed that even though a higher proportion of children said they got 
their information from teachers/school (26-25%), parents, particularly mothers seem to be an 
important source of information with at least 10% of children saying this was their source of 
information. 
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Hug a person with HIV/AIDS  
  Pre-show survey Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency % 
Yes 234 66 308 76 
No 119 34 65 23 
Don’t know 2 1 2 1 
Total 355 100 375 100 
Table 6: Would you hug a person with HIV/AIDS? 
There was a significant increase in the proportion of children who would hug a person with 
HIV/AIDS between the pre and post-show surveys (from 66% to 76%). Children who had 
seen the show in 2000 gave a similar response to the one given by children in the post-show 
survey (76%).  
 
The most significant movements occurred among younger respondents and in particular 
amongst younger boys (26% in the pre-show survey to 64% in the post-show survey). In both 
surveys we found that younger (7-8 years) children were less likely to say they would hug a 
person with HIV/AIDS.  
 
Play with a child with HIV/AIDS  
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey  
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
Yes 271 76 331 88 
No 82 23 43 12 
Don’t know 2 1 1 0 
Total 355 100 375 100 
Table 7: Would you play with a child with HIV/AIDS? 
Three quarters of children said they would play with a child with HIV/AIDS before the 
puppet show. After the show this proportion increased to over four fifths, an increase of 12%. 
However, this improvement is not statistically significant.  
 
We found that Abangani had an impact on boys (71% in the pre-show survey to 89% in the 
post-show survey) as well as on younger (7-8 years) children (46% in the pre-show survey 
which increased to 73% in the post-show survey). After watching Abangani younger children 
were significantly more likely to say they would play with a child who had HIV/AIDS. This 
shift was particularly more noticeable amongst younger boys.   
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Sit next to a child with HIV/AIDS 
  Pre-show survey Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
Yes 258 73 328 88 
No 91 26 42 11 
Don’t know 6 2 2 1 
Total 355 100 372 100 
Table 8: If you have to choose a desk in a new class, would you sit next to a child with 
HIV/AIDS?  
A significantly higher proportion of children in the post-show survey said they would sit next 
to a child with HIV/AIDS (73% in the pre-show survey compared to 88% in the post-show 
survey).  
 
Younger (7-8 years) children were less likely to choose to sit next to a child with HIV/AIDS 
(42% in the pre-show survey opposed to 73% in the survey after the show).  
 
Although exposure to Abangani had an overall impact on whether or not children would sit 
next to a child with HIV/AIDS this change in attitude was particularly marked among boys, 
with an increase of 26% in the post-show survey. 
 
HIV/AIDS and attendance at a special school 
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey  
 Frequency % Frequency % 
Yes 119 34 83 22 
No 233 66 290 78 
Total 352 100 373 100 
Table 9: Do you think children with HIV/AIDS should stop going to ordinary school and go to a 
special school for children with HIV/AIDS?  
After the Abangani intervention there was a decline in the proportion of respondents who 
thought that children with HIV/AIDS should go to a special school. However this change was 
not statistically significant.  
 
In both surveys younger children (7-8 years) were again more likely to have a more 
conservative approach compared to older children (12-13 years).  
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Hugging  
  Pre-show survey Post show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
Yes 53 15 41 11 
No 290 82 332 89 
Don’t know 11 3 2 1 
Total 354 100 375 100 
Table 10: Can you get HIV/AIDS by hugging someone who has HIV/AIDS? 
The participants in the survey demonstrated a relatively high level of knowledge about the 
transmission of HIV/AIDS. There was an increase in the proportion of children who answered 
correctly between the first and second surveys. However, this increase was not statistically 
significant.  
 
In both the pre and post-show surveys we found that younger children (7-8 years) were more 
likely to answer the question incorrectly.  
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Sport  
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
Yes 61 17 33 9 
No 288 82 341 91 
Don’t know 2 1 1 0 
Total 351 100 375 100 
Table 11: Can you get HIV/AIDS by playing soccer or other games with someone who has 
HIV/AIDS? 
As in the question regarding hugging, the respondents demonstrated a high level of 
knowledge about the possibility of contracting HIV by playing with someone who is HIV 
positive or who has AIDS. There was a significant improvement in knowledge between the 
pre and post surveys. This improvement occurred across all age levels. However, as with 
other questions on knowledge, younger children were more likely to give an incorrect answer.  
 
Knowledge of a person with HIV/AIDS 
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey 
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
Yes 68 18 66 19 
No 286 82 308 81 
Total 354 100 374 100 
Table 12: Do you know anyone who has HIV/AIDS? 
In general the majority of children said they did not know anyone who had HIV or AIDS. 
However in the post-show survey there was a slightly higher proportion of respondents who 
were aware of someone infected with HIV or who had AIDS. It is possible that once 
children’s knowledge of the disease increased and they began to speak more openly they were 
probably made aware of people who were either HIV positive or who had AIDS.  
 
Teachers and principals who were interviewed were asked if they were aware of any children 
in their school who had either HIV or AIDS. Most of them were not aware of any children at 
their school with HIV/AIDS. In the few cases where teachers answered yes to this question 
the information, they had seemed to be based on rumours rather than facts. However in one 
case a teacher reported that a child who had AIDS had to leave school because of the 
advanced nature of her illness and was admitted to a treatment centre. Another teacher felt 
that disclosure of HIV positive children at schools is not a good idea because “if anyone finds 
out if there are HIV pupils in the school that can prejudice the HIV/AIDS sufferers”. It seems 
that more often than not other children are not aware of the HIV status of their peers and in 
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this case it is difficult to assess how they would treat children who are HIV positive or who 
have AIDS. The Abangani show seemed to have made no difference to the responses given by 
teachers and principals. It seems there is still a reluctance to disclose information. 
  
Questions about HIV/AIDS  
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey  
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
Mother 98 30 120 32 
Parents 71 21 70 19 
Teachers 50 15 63 17 
Clinic / doctors 44 13 46 12 
Friends 18 5 18 5 
Other (specify) 9 3 24 6 
Father 9 3 9 2 
Other family members 9 3 9 2 
Don’t know 24 7 14 4 
Total 332 100 373 100 
Table 13: If you had questions about HIV/AIDS, who would you talk to?  
Abangani seemed to have made no difference to whom children will speak to if they had any 
questions about HIV/AIDS. In both the pre and post-show surveys the largest proportion of 
children said they would speak to their mothers followed by their parents if they had any 
questions about HIV/AIDS.  
 
Younger children (7-8 years) were generally unsure about whom they would go to if they had 
any questions about HIV/AIDS and were more likely to say they did not know.  
 
Boys were also less likely to say they would go to their mothers to talk about HIV/AIDS.  
 
Most of the teachers who were interviewed felt that children would generally go to a teacher 
they trusted if they had any queries about HIV/AIDS. Not many teachers thought that children 
would ask their parents questions regarding HIV/AIDS. The in-depth interviews with teachers 
to some extent contradict what was found in the survey since the largest proportion of 
children said they would approach either their mothers or both parents if they had any 
questions about HIV/AIDS.  
 
A number of interviewees felt that children would often discuss issues regarding HIV/AIDS 
with their peers as well with the nurses and social workers that visit the schools.  
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There were some teachers who felt that children did not necessarily discuss these issues 
because “they didn’t have any question since their knowledge about AIDS is limited”. 
According to Sibahle whether or not children asked questions depended to a large extent on  
the teachers and the school that the child attended. At schools where teachers encouraged 
children to be open and to discuss sensitive issues, they found that children were more 
forthcoming and engaged constructively with the issues in the question and answer sessions.  
 
There was a teacher however that expressed some concern because he was sure that his Grade 
7 students were sexually active. He seemed to think that it was very likely that these children 
were not practising safe sex since a number of them asked to be taken for a HIV test. This 
type of response although disconcerting, is probably one of the hoped for outcomes of the 
intervention. Children are becoming aware of the risks they face and realise the need to do 
something about it.   
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ABUSE  
In this section issues regarding abuse is covered. This will include knowledge of Childline as 
well as source of information.  
 
Knowledge of abuse  
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey  
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
Yes 121 25 102 24 
No 356 75 322 76 
Total 477 100 424 100 
Table 14: Do you know of any child that has been beaten or abused by an adult?  
A quarter of the children who were interviewed were aware of a child who was beaten or 
abused by an adult. There were no significant differences in responses between the two 
surveys.  
 
Teachers were asked if they knew of any children who were abused by an adult and if they 
were able to help resolve the situation. The response of teachers was different to that of the 
children with most teachers claiming to be aware of children who were abused. Although 
many teachers reported sexual abuse, physical and emotional abuse also seemed to be 
common. The following were some of the incidents reported by teachers: 
 
“Yes we have many abused children who have been raped. I have dealt 
with cases of sexual abuse and traumatic experiences. I’ve done 
counselling myself and if the case is too difficult I refer it to 
Baragwanath. There was one case in particular of sexual abuse which I 
handed over to the Jabulani police station” 
 
“We had a case where the mother hit the child with an ashtray and the 
child got badly injured. So the mother was arrested. We also had a case 
of sexual abuse but I was not personally involved. I’m only involved 
with children who do substance abuse like for example sniffing glue” 
 
“We had one or two cases who were abused by their father and it was 
referred to social workers” 
 
“There was once a child in my class who was very much quiet. I grew 
impatient of this and yelled at her. I realised that I frightened her over the 
limit. The other problem is that she was not a good performer in class. I 
called her mum and she told me that the kid has once been abused and 
that she was undergoing counselling”. 
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From the responses given by teachers, incidences of abuse were in most cases reported to the 
relevant authorities and children sent for counselling. 
Advice/help  
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey  
 Frequency % Frequency  % 
The police 130 29 122 29 
Mother 83 19 53 13 
Childline 67 15 109 26 
A teacher 43 10 37 9 
Parents 52 12 40 10 
Father 16 4 13 3 
A family member 11 3 11 3 
Doctor/hospital 11 3 7 2 
Other (specify) 14 3 27 6 
Clinic 9 2 2 1 
A friend 8 2 1 0 
Total 444 100 422 100 
Table 15: If an adult beat you or abused you in any way, who would you go to for help or 
advice?  
In both the pre and post-show surveys the largest proportion of children said they would go to 
the police if an adult beat or abused them. The most significant difference between the two 
surveys was the substantial increase in the proportion of children who indicated that they 
would contact Childline (15% to 26%). It is possible that this change could be linked to the 
exposure children were given to Childline in the puppet show and that the children have 
become aware of the organisation and its function.  
 
In general younger children tended to speak to their mothers while older children were more 
likely to mention Childline.  
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Childline 
 Pre-show survey Post-show survey  
 Frequency % Frequency % 
Yes 226 43 259 62 
No 250 47 161 38 
Total 476 100 420 100 
Table 16: Have you heard of Childline? 
There was a significantly higher proportion of children who said they heard of Childline after 
the show. This could imply that the input was successful in increasing awareness of Childline.  
 
In both surveys younger children (7-8 years) were less likely to have heard of Childline.  
 
Most of the teachers who were interviewed had heard of Childline and on further prompting 
the majority gave the correct information about the organisation.  
 
Teacher’s responses to whether children knew of Childline varied in the interviews that were 
conducted prior to the puppet show. About an equal number of teachers answered yes and no 
to this question and some teachers were unsure about whether children were aware of 
Childline.  
 
Some teachers thought that older children were more likely to know of Childline with one 
teacher saying that “not in Grade 1 but from Grade 3 each child was given a little key ring 
with that number and they were told what it is for”. One teacher felt that children should 
know of Childline since “it was drummed down into the heads of the children in the 
assemblies and there are posters in the school”. Another teacher expressed similar sentiment 
saying that children should know about the number since “all the time teachers tell children 
about the number”.  
 
A few teachers who said children might not know of Childline felt that they “must still 
educate them on it”. Another teacher felt that “they [children] know through TV programmes 
– just maybe a handful wouldn’t know especially the disadvantaged ones”.  
 
In the interviews that were conducted after the puppet show the majority of teachers said that 
children were aware of Childline. Only two teachers reported that they thought children were 
unaware of the organisation while one teacher said she was unsure. Another teacher expressed 
concern that younger children may not know of Childline. The results of the survey seem to 
confirm these impressions.  
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Source of information  
  Pre-show survey  Post-show survey  
 Frequency % Frequency % 
TV 118 54 109 43 
Teachers/school 37 17 61 24 
Mother 15 7 27 11 
HIV/AIDS campaigns/plays etc 12 6 13 5 
Parents 10 5 12 5 
Other family members 8 4 4 2 
Friends 5 2 7 3 
Radio 4 2 3 1 
Father 2 1 2 1 
Posters 2 1 4 2 
Other  7 3 13 5 
Total 220 100 255 100 
Table 17: Where did you hear about Childline? 
In both surveys the largest proportion of children’s source of information about Childline was 
the television. Teachers and school was the second most popular source of information. The 
age or the sex of the child had no impact on the source of information about Childline.  
 
Teachers thought that children generally got their information from a range of sources. Some 
of these sources included the teachers themselves, TV, pamphlets, posters and various 
awareness campaigns.  
 
The responses given by teachers after the show seemed to have shifted with more teachers not 
surprisingly, reporting an increase in awareness of the organisation.  
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ABANGANI 
In this section will cover issues relating specifically to Abangani. Only children and teachers 
who had seen the show were asked questions relating to Abangani.   
 
Opinions of the show  
 
 Frequency % 
Yes 399 99 
No 4 1 
Total 403 100 
Table 18: Did you enjoy the show?  
In the post-show survey we asked children who had watched the show if they enjoyed it. An 
overwhelming majority (99%) of them said they enjoyed the puppet show. We received a 
similar response from children who had seen the play during 1999 and early 2000.  
 
Only teachers who had seen the show were included in the post-show in-depth interviews. 
Teachers in addition to being asked if they enjoyed the show were asked what they thought 
the show was about. The majority of teachers claimed to have enjoyed the show. Most 
teachers were aware that the puppet show was about AIDS and that it dealt with the 
discriminatory attitudes of teachers and children towards people with AIDS. One of the 
teachers said the play was about “how people treat persons with AIDS or AIDS in the family 
if they are still ignorant”. Another teacher said the play “taught children to love AIDS patients 
and not to discriminate amongst themselves”. According to another teacher the play dealt with 
“repercussions of AIDS and how it can affect a child’s life, school life and people’s attitudes 
and the ignorance of people as well”.  
 
In general teachers response to this question was positive.  
 
 Frequency % 
Too long 43 11 
Too short  33 8 
Just right  329 81 
Total 403 100 
Table 19: Did you think the show was too long, too short, or just right?  
Over four fifths (81%) of children who were interviewed expressed satisfaction with the 
length of the show. Just over a tenth felt the show was too long. Younger children were 
significantly more likely to say the show was too long. This finding confirms the opinion of a 
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few teachers who thought the play was too long and would be unable to keep younger 
children attentive. One of the teachers said the play was “a bit too long for the junior primary 
but the seniors were interested and they asked questions”. 
 
The level at which the play was pitched was considered problematic and one teacher felt that 
the “first part was okay but the question time was not so good for the small ones”. This is not 
surprising since the play has been targeted at children between the age of 10 and 12 years.  
 
There were a few teachers who felt that the language used in the play was problematic since 
some of the children could only speak English. One of these teachers felt that “at times it was 
boring because they used forty percent isiZulu or seSotho and sixty percent of English and as 
a result others lost concentration”.  
 
According to Sibahle the primary languages in which the play has been designed to be 
performed are isiZulu, SeSotho, isiXhosa. They have made a conscious effort to promote 
HIV/AIDS education in languages other than English since they feel that the bulk of the 
information on HIV/AIDS is already available in English. In most instances even though the 
medium of instruction at the school may be English the first language of the majority of 
children is not English. The producers of Abangani are of the opinion that children are better 
able to understand difficult concepts and issues in their first language and taking this into 
account they would often perform the play in the language that is spoken by the majority of 
the audience. They are aware that this inevitably would not cater for the needs of the entire 
audience. Every attempt however is made to translate where possible but they admit that this 
situation is often not ideal. Sibahle is also aware that performing for a mixed language 
audience is a challenge they are currently facing.   
 
In addition a few teachers complained about the show not starting on time and having to end 
half way through because children had to go home. This according to the representative from 
Sibahle is often due to the poor communication between Sibahle and the school as well as 
within the school. The presenters of the show often found that children were not given prior 
notification about the performance and as a result did not inform parents or people who were 
fetching them from school. This then resulted in children having to leave before the end of the 
performance. This was particularly problematic when the play was performed in the second 
half of the school day. Sibahle also felt that the lack of resources like for e.g. their own 
transport also impacted on starting times.  
 
However despite some of these reservations it seems that most of the teachers we interviewed 
enjoyed the puppet show and thought it was neither too long nor too short. Some of the 
teachers had the following to say about the play: 
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“I thoroughly enjoyed what I have seen. The time limit was right and 
children were not becoming restless. It was just fine. It was very 
interesting because it had important facts in it”  
 
“It was just right but the way we were drawn into it, we became sad 
when it ended we wanted the show to go on and on and on. It was very 
interesting and we wish that Abangani could be repeated because we 
didn’t have enough of it” 
 
“The language used was understood by children and the message was 
clear. The children have a very short attention span and it ended while 
they were still enjoying it. The play was interesting, the characters were 
clearly pronouncing the words, and the language was understood the 
voices were loud enough”. 
 
On the whole most teachers expressed satisfaction with the play and thought that children 
enjoyed the play. The negative sentiments expressed by teachers included logistical issues 
dealing specifically with time and language used. Both these problems could easily be 
remedied. However the level at which the play is pitched as well as the length of the show, 
particularly in relation to younger children, would need to be explored by the presenters of the 
show.  
 
 Frequency % 
The story  136 34 
The jokes  77 20 
The characters 54 14 
The songs 51 13 
The puppets  46 12 
Other  31 8 
Total 395 100 
Table 20: What did you like most about the show?  
When we asked children what they liked most about the show we found that the largest 
proportion (34%) liked the story followed by the jokes (20%) and the characters (14%). 
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 HIV/AIDS Childline 
 Frequency % Frequency % 
Yes 108 27 65 17 
No 292 73 323 83 
Total 400 100 400 100 
Table 21: After the show, did you talk to anyone about HIV/AIDS and Childline? 
Just over a quarter (27%) of respondents said they spoke to someone about HIV/AIDS after 
the show. Of those children that spoke to someone about HIV/AIDS the largest proportion 
(47%) spoke to a friend at school followed by a fifth (20%) who spoke to their mothers. 
Younger children (7-8 years) were less likely to talk to anyone about HIV/AIDS. 
 
Less than a fifth of children spoke about Childline to another person after the show. Here 
again the largest proportion spoke to friends (42%) followed by their mother (18%). Younger 
children (7-8 years) were again less likely to say they would talk to anyone about Childline 
whereas older children (9-13 years) were more likely to have this discussion.  
 
The majority of teachers reported that the play stimulated discussion among children and also 
prompted questions from them. Not surprisingly most of the queries focused on HIV/AIDS. 
One of the teachers said, “children started asking her questions like, can they play with AIDS 
patients and they became aware that they should be careful only when there is bleeding 
involved”.  
 
In addition to increasing knowledge among children one teacher said she thought the play 
increased teachers’ knowledge and prompted them to examine their own attitudes. She said 
the play “gave them [students] more information about the disease and also with us the 
teachers. It made us do some introspection from ourselves and not just condemn children 
when they behave otherwise”.  
 
Other issues that teachers said children wanted to talk about included general AIDS related 
issues, ways of getting infected, practising of safe sex and sexually transmitted disease. In 
addition children also asked “very specific questions about condoms and whether they can 
really prevent someone from being infected”. The following included some of the issues 
children wanted to discuss:  
 
“Sitting next to a child who has AIDS does not mean that it will infect 
you” 
 
“Not to discriminate. They know that they are not supposed to use 
condoms because they are still young, so this means staying away form 
sex as well” 
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“Sex was mostly discussed and AIDS then Childline”. 
 
The few teachers who said the play did not stimulate any discussion were generally teachers 
who taught younger children and in these instances it was up to the teacher to “stimulate 
discussion herself but it’s grade 1”. This again refers to younger children and their reluctance 
to discuss these issues.  
 
What did you learn from the show? 
When we asked children what they learnt from the show we found that children absorbed 
many positive messages from the show. The following are some of the opinions expressed by 
the children about what they learnt from the show:  
 
“A friend who has AIDS is still my friend and that if I want to be safe I 
must stay away from sex” 
 
“Can't get AIDS through hugging, playing and sitting next to HIV 
(positive) person” 
 
“Children with AIDS should attend the same school as other children and 
they should not be discriminated against” 
 
“That by going to school with someone who has AIDS I won't get AIDS” 
 
“That we children can't have sex because we are too young”. 
 
When teachers were asked what they thought children learnt from the play the response was 
overwhelmingly positive. According to teacher’s children picked up most of the important 
messages from the play. Some of these messages included how to deal with people who are 
HIV positive or who have AIDS, how to practise safe sex and prevent infection, to understand 
that even as a child you have rights and can say no, as well as the clarification of myths 
around AIDS. Some of the teachers interviewed said that children learnt: 
 
“That they must look after their body and that their body is sacred. They 
also learnt that they could still interact with children who have 
HIV/AIDS. If something wrong happens to them they should not keep it 
inside, they should talk to someone who can help” 
 
“To say NO to sex. They learned about sexual abuse, learned about safe 
sex and abstention” 
 
“When you kiss someone with AIDS you won’t be infected. They must 
respect their bodies and they must not have sexual intercourse. They 
have the right to say NO to any kind of abuse” 
 
“Know their rights and in which way AIDS can be contracted and where 
they could go when abused – learned about Childline”.  
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For the teachers who were interviewed it seemed that overall children understood the 
important messages the play aimed to convey. However here again concern was expressed 
that maybe younger children may not have understood the all the messages the play tried to 
get across.  
Comments  
In the interviews conducted with teachers we asked them to comment on the play. These 
comments varied considerably. Some teacher’s thought the play achieved what it had set out 
to do and expressed satisfaction with the level at which it was pitched, the language used and 
the messages put across. The use of puppets to put across a sensitive message such as this was 
commended and according to one of the teachers interviewed “the children learn better 
through plays and they like puppets rather than plays with people”.  
 
Other teachers however felt that the play should cater for different levels. It was felt that the 
play “needs to check and consider the level of learners. For example the play was not pitched 
at the level of the learners in grades one and two”. Another teacher felt “the play should have 
been done separately with the juniors and the level of the language should be easily 
comprehended by the juniors. Cannot have the entire school watch the programme”.   
 
A number of teachers expressed concern with the language used in the play. It was felt that in 
mixed audiences the use of specific languages alienated children who did not speak those 
languages. There was a suggestion that interpreters be used to translate if necessary or that the 
language used in the play be changed depending on the language of the audience. One of the 
teachers expressed her opinion in the following way:  
 
“AIDS is a problem for all races so I suggest that the next time when the 
puppet show is performed in schools where the medium of instruction is 
English, 100% of the play should be in English. In this way all children 
can be able to catch up on the play. In a predominately isiZulu or 
SeSotho speaking school these languages can be used”.  
 
Another teacher said, “the play must use the language understood by all. They need to find 
out what language will be understood by everyone”.  
 
There were mixed responses to the length of the questions and answers sessions. Some 
teachers felt more time was needed whereas others felt the sessions were too long and needed 
to be shortened. Since younger children generally have a shorter attention span it was 
suggested that one way of dealing with this issue is to shorten the questions and answers 
session when the play is being staged for younger viewers.  
 
A teacher at whose school the play was performed prior to 2001 suggested that the play return 
and the audience be expanded to include the community. She said that the “show was 
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interesting and would like to know whether it is possible to bring the show regularly with the 
invitation of the community at large”. Another teacher at the same school said the play should 
be staged “once in a term so that it could stay in their [children’s] minds”.  
 
There was a suggestion that the play “should come more often like on a yearly basis because 
children go out of school and new ones come in. Children also learn better if they see a 
different face telling them about something”. Another teacher said that the “play is good for 
the kids and we would like to have more of this information maybe once or twice annually 
because kids can sometimes forget about these things”.  
 
A number of teachers complained that the music was too loud and that often the messages 
could not be heard. They also felt that performances should not be rushed and that fewer 
schools should rather be visited or the play should be shorter but to the point.   
 
Other teachers suggested that pamphlets and material related to HIV/AIDS should be brought 
along and handed out at the plays.  
 
The survey to a large extent verified the comments and suggestions given by teachers. For 
example the issues relating to younger viewers, the length of the play and so on.  
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CONCLUSION  
In both the survey with children and the in-depth interviews conducted with teachers and 
principals the response to the play was generally positive. In most instances a positive shift 
occurred from the pre to the post-show surveys with regards to knowledge and attitudes. 
However it is important to exercise some caution in attributing all the credit to Abangani.  
 
The evaluation has in addition brought to light some important suggestions on how to 
improve the show. These suggestions include altering the level of the show depending on the 
age of the audience, the need to be flexible and use language appropriate to the language of 
the audience.  
 
The following are suggestions on how Sibahle and the presenters of the show can further 
improve the show and make it more accessible.  
 
Level and length of the show  
Altering the level and length of the show depending on the age of the audience. Concern was 
expressed that younger viewers may have difficulty in understanding some of the issues 
raised in the play and the discussion session after the play. There was also a feeling that the 
show may be too long especially for younger viewers. The suggestion that the audience be 
divided into different age groups and the play pitched at an appropriate level for each of the 
different age groups is probably a suitable way of dealing with these particular issues. 
However it is important to remember that the play has been targeted at children between 10 
and 12 years.  
 
Language usage 
A flexible approach to the use of language be adopted. A number of teachers expressed 
concern that in some instances children were alienated because they did not understand the 
language in which the play was performed. There was a suggestion that either an interpreter 
be used or that the performers are flexible enough to alter the language depending on the 
language of the audience. Even though Sibahle has emphasized that the primary languages in 
which the play is performed are isiZulu, SeSotho, and isiXhosa they have acknowledged the 
need for a flexible approach.  
 
Pamphlets and materials 
It was suggested that pamphlets or some written information about HIV/AIDS be left behind 
for teachers and children to refer to if necessary. It would also be useful perhaps to encourage 
children to take this material home in this way ensuring a wider reach.  
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Repeat performances 
Some of the teacher’s felt that the puppet shows be an annual event and be extended to 
include the community at large. They felt that repeating the show at schools would reinforce 
existing knowledge and address the need to inform new children. Teachers who were 
interviewed at schools where the show was staged prior to 2001 were particularly vocal in 
this regard.  
 
The evaluation of Abangani reflected a general positive response. However some of the 
suggestions given on how to improve the show will go a long way in ensuring that the show 
continues to be successful.  
 
 
